MSD Washington Township
Language and Literature 8X
Summer 2018 Reading Assignment
Welcome to 8X L&L! This coming school year you will read texts that will challenge you think,
encourage you to talk, and urge you to grow. In addition, you will write...A LOT! Some of the topics you
will choose; some of the essays are assigned, but all of the writing experiences will refine your writer’s
voice and develop your craft.
To avoid the well-researched “summer slide” all students experience, we have designed a summer
reading task for you. The purpose is two-fold: o
 ne to keep you reading and analyzing at a high level (or to
introduce you to that work if you are new to honors) and two to provide a shared text we can all kick-off
the year exploring and discussing.
The assignment includes one choice component with books from a range of genres and topics to
encourage student/parent choice and topic exploration. So, research the books and pick something that
interests you-whether it’s a new topic, a new author, an old classic, or a longer book than you normally
read...you do have ALL summer. The assignment has two parts, so make sure that you have both of them
ready when you come back to school in August. If you lose this packet, the assignment can be found on
each of the school websites for download.
Happy reading!
L&L 8X teachers
PART ONE: Prior to returning for school in August, select O
 NE book from the provided summer reading
list. As you scan the included list and consider titles of interest, we strongly encourage you to
consult a parent or guardian to ensure those choices are appropriate for you.
1. Read the book you chose.
2. Dialectical Journal: Y
 ou will complete five dialectical journal entries. Use the handout provided to
complete your dialectical journal. See the examples provided to understand the format and the
expectations for responses.
3. Key Concept Analysis: Choose one of the IB Key Concepts from the list provided. You will identify
which concept you have chosen. Then, write one cohesive paragraph (between 6-10 sentences)
explaining how the key concept is illustrated in the book you read.
4. Submission: You will bring these completed materials with you the first week of school and submit
them to your 8X teacher. OR you can submit the assignment via Canvas at
https://msdwt.instructure.com/enroll/RXXYT8 Additionally, you may need to prepare for small
group discussion or whole class conversation about your summer reading, so feel free to annotate
your book accordingly.
PART TWO: Read the excerpt from H
 ow to Read like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading
Between the Lines by Thomas C. Foster. Annotate the article. Complete the 3-2-1 note taking page. You will
bring these completed materials with you the first week of school and submit them to your 8X teacher.
OR OR you can submit the assignment via Canvas at https://msdwt.instructure.com/enroll/RXXYT8
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Book List

PICK ONE BOOK FROM EITHER OF THESE TWO TABLES.

(For additional summer reading fun, you can always read more of these books); however, only one counts
toward your summer reading assignment.)

All of the titles in this table are included on the Y
 oung Hoosier Book Award Nominees list for
2018-19. While these are the only books you can choose for the assignment, you can see the complete list
here http://www.ilfonline.org/page/YHBA
Title

Author

Need

Joelle Charbonneau

Ghost

Jason Reynolds

The Hidden Oracle

Rick Riordan

Salt to the Sea

Ruta Sepetys

Faceless

Alyssa Sheinmel

Scythe

Neal Shusterman

Falling over Sideways

Jordan Sonnenblick

(contains mature content and may not be appropriate for all readers)

Or, if you would rather read a classic title, you may choose from any of the following books.
(Please check with your teacher if you need a copy of any of these books as you may be able to have one.)

Title

Author

Link

Les Miserables

Victor Hugo

Abridged version

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

Mark Twain

Recent Publication

The Diary of a Young Girl

Anne Frank

Mass market paperback
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What is a Dialectical Journal? The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by
using conversation involving question and answer.” A dialectical journal is a conversation you have with
the text. This is not an activity of right or wrong, but rather an opportunity for you to document your
unique journey with a text.
Why is it important to complete a Dialectical Journal? In order to deepen your understanding of the text,
you must connect with the text. Your dialectical journal enables you to use your higher level thinking
skills to engage in “conversation” with text. The dialectical journal requires that you connect, clarify,
predict, reflect, and evaluate the text. Engaging a book in this way leads to increased comprehension and
significance.
How do I fill out my Dialectical Journal? You will have a chart with five boxes. In the left column, you
should jot down a quote or excerpt from the text including the page number(s). On the right side, you
engage in a conversation with the text. You may choose to use any of the following sentence starters for
your right side responses:
This character reminds me
of …because…
This doesn’t make sense
because…
The author uses…to
symbolize…
I notice…keeps happening;
I think it means…

What would happen if…

The author’s tone is…

This idea/event seems to be
important because…
I can imagine…

Now I understand
how/why…
This setting reminds me
of…
The…symbolizes…and it

I predict…will happen
because…

Where can I find examples of Dialectical Journals to model? Below you will find a model from The Boy in
Striped Pajamas.
“And one final thought came into her brother’s head as he
watched the hundreds of people in the distance going about
their business, and that was the fact that all of them—the
small boys, the big boys, the fathers, the grandfathers, the
uncles, the people who lived on their own on everybody’s road
but didn’t seem to have any relatives at all—were wearing the
same clothes as each other: a pair of grey striped pajamas
with a grey striped cap on their heads” (38).
“Shmuel blinked and shook his head. It was quite
extraordinary. If it wasn’t’ for the fact that Bruno was
nowhere near as skinny as the boys on his side of the fence,
and not quite so pale either, it would have been difficult to tell
them apart” (204).
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The pajamas symbolize togetherness and it means they are
all a part of some group. If they were farmers, they might
be dressed similarly not identically. The striped pajamas
must be clothes that were given to them, not clothes that
they chose. Maybe if they didn’t choose their clothes, they
didn’t choose to be in this place.
This idea seems important because all children really are
the same at heart. The categories are created by adults not
children. This also seems important because Bruno blends
in, which can be very dangerous on the wrong side of the
fence.
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1. What is a Key Concept Analysis? Analysis allows you to “deconstruct texts in order to identify
their essential elements and their meaning” (Language and Literature Guide 7). This analysis
challenges you to select one key concept, support your personal responses with textual evidence,
and articulate your perspective concisely.
2. How do I complete my key concept analysis? You will choose one of the IB Key Concepts from the
list provided. You will identify which concept you have chosen. Then, you will write one cohesive
paragraph (between 6-10 sentences) explaining how the key concept is illustrated in the book you
read. You will complete this key concept analysis for both of the books you selected. You may use
different key concepts for each of the books (example: Book #1: Creativity; Book #2: Identity)
3. What are the IB-MYP Key Concepts?
Aesthetics
Connections
Form
Perspective

Change
Creativity
Global Interactions
Relationships

Communication
Culture
Identity
Systems

Communities
Development
Logic
Time, Place, &
Space

4. Where can I find a Key Concept Analysis to model? Below you will find an example of a key
concept analysis to model from Suzanne Collins T
 he Hunger Games.
Title/Author

The Hunger
Games
Suzanne Collins

Original: April 18, 2014
Revision: April 30, 2018

Key Concept
Time, Space,
Place

Analysis

Suzanne Collins’ novel T
 he Hunger Games is a critique on the
reconstruction of Panem, where time, space, and place allow fear to hold
its citizens hostage. In District 12 where Katniss and her family live,
starvation, shortages, and survival are every day worries. The
communities are expected to participate in the lottery for the Hunger
Games. Even though failure is a death sentence, winning could feed
Katniss and her family and bring pride to her community. Because
District 12 is a mining community with gritty roots, Katniss is
determined to show Panem how smart, resourceful, and shrewd she can
be, She has everything to prove. Ironically, Collins’ book is horrifying to
most teen readers. However, our own realities are not so far removed
from the hunger games; Shows like S
 urvivor and N
 aked and Afraid cast
people in dangerous situations for our entertainment. Many people in
America struggle daily with hunger and buy lottery tickets hoping six
numbers will solve all of their problems. Collins’ world in T
 he Hunger
Games i llustrates how far societies will go to command order, exploit
their weakest members, and entertain us all.
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PART ONE: Dialectical Journal Form
Book Title/Author: ____________________________________________________________________________
Excerpt from the Text
(including page number)
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PART ONE: Dialectical Journal Form
Book Title/Author: _____________________________________________________________________________
Excerpt from the Text
(including page number)

Original: April 18, 2014
Revision: April 30, 2018

Conversation and Connections

MSD Washington Township
Indianapolis, IN

MSD Washington Township
Summer 2018

Language and Literature 8X
Key Concept Analysis
PART ONE: Key Concept Analysis

Title/Author

Key Concept

Analysis
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PART TWO: Read the following excerpt from H
 ow to Read like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to
Reading Between the Lines by Thomas C. Foster and complete the 3-2-1 below.

3 meaningful
quotes from the
text

(making connections
and providing text
evidence)

Copy the quote and page number HERE. Explain why this quote was meaningful
HERE.
1.
1.

2.

3.

2.

3.

2 questions you
1.
have for the author
(inquiry)

2.

1 way your reading
of literature will
change based on
the excerpt
(drawing conclusions)
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Excerpt from Foster, Thomas C. How to Read Literature Like a Professor. H
 arper Collins: New York, 2003 revised 2014.
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