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DATES TO 

REMEMBER! 

Labor Day—No School 

September 7th 

National Patriot Day 

September 11th 

EW at Puccini’s 

September 15th 

6th Grade Social 

September 18th @ 4:15 

Open Gym/Movie Night 

September 18th @ 6:30 

Family Night! 

September 21st @ 5:45 

Autumn/Fall is here! 

September 23rd 

PTO Combined Mtg  

Sept. 8th @ W Gym - 6:30 

7th Grade Social 

September 25th @ 4:15 

8th Grade Township  

Music Festival 

Sep. 29th  

@ NC Auditorium—7pm 

NJHS Induction  

October 13th @ 6:30pm 

The Wizard of Oz 

Oct 23rd &  

Oct 24th @ 7:00pm 

 

What a great beginning to a new school year! 
We had many new and exciting things going on 

last month, and we have even more in store! 
Be sure to check all the important dates for upcoming events as we 

have many things going on in the next few months. 
If you have anything you would like to be included in the 

newsletter or concerns you would like addressed, please email 
Amanda Santiago with these matters! 

Thank you, and let’s have a great September! 

Don’t forget to check us 
out on 

Facebook and 

Twitter! 

Charles Obu-Darko was a special light in this world who tragically  
lost his life last spring. The community responded with an  

outpouring of support that meant the world to  
Mr. Darko and his family. 

As a sign of gratitude and to leave a lasting tribute to Charles’ life, 
Mr. Darko has purchased a tree that we plan to plant on Thursday, 

September 10th at 4:30 PM. On this day, we invite students  
and their parents to stay after school and join us 

for this ceremony and to  
remember the life of Charles. 

A Tree for Charles 

http://www.msdwt.k12.in.us/ew
mailto:asantiago@msdwt.k12.in.us
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Eastwood-Middle-School/155425034548963?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/eastwoodms?lang=en-gb


Hello Eastwood Middle School Parents/Guardians, 
 

Overall we are off to a great start at Eastwood! I appreciate all of the coordination that this takes 
from various WT departments, parents/guardians, and students.  September is already upon us 
which indicates that we are completing our first mid-term for the school year.  Students were 
reminded via announcements to utilize their agendas to stay organized and ask teachers if they 
have any outstanding assignments. Please note that graded tasks through September 4 will be on 
the mid-term report. EWMS transitioned last year to electronic reports to increase efficiency and 
access to report cards. 
 

Once reports are posted to a Student’s Skyward Portfolio, we will send out a communication to 
all parents.  For the first mid-term, these will be posted no later than September 11. You can 
login to your Skyward Family Portal and open the report attachment. If you do not have or recall 
your login information, please contact skyward@msdwt.k12.in.us. 
 

In addition, students have completed their first round of NWEA MAP (Measures of Academic 
Performance) assessments in math, reading, and language.  Data from these assessments, which 
will be given three times a year, provide teachers, students, and parents/guardians important 
information about a student’s instructional level and help establish goals and learning targets.  As 
we become more familiar with the data and reports available to us, we will in turn begin to share 
with both students and parents/guardians specific information as we collaborate on the growth of 
all students. The NWEA assessments replace several assessments that we used previously. 
 

Our new Developmental Designs (aka Circle of Power and Respect) class is off to a great start as 
we receive positive feedback from students and staff.  Parents/Guardians can partner with us on 
this effort by talking with your child about the importance of being aware of self and others, 
positively influencing the school’s climate and culture, and modeling lessons and values learned 
in all areas of the school day.  We continue to work with students in the cafeteria on appropriate 
conversation – both in content and volume, cleanliness, and general respect to other students and 
staff. 
 

Important Note: EWMS currently has approximately 50% of our students with non-compliant 
vaccination records.  Students whose records are non-compliant will have a letter mailed home at 
the end of September indicating what vaccinations are missing. Currently we are working on 
ensuring all records are updated in Skyward.  Any student whose record continues to be non-

compliant will be excluded from school starting October 26 until the record becomes compliant. 
Please see the list of required vaccinations including in this newsletter so that you may compare 
your child’s record with the required list. 
 

Regards, 
Nathan Day 

mailto:skyward@msdwt.k12.in.us


It’s been a great start to the school year at Eastwood. 
 
There are many things coming up as we continue to help our students grow emotional-
ly, mentally and academically.  We have done some shifting in how we counsel our stu-
dents at Eastwood.   
Mrs. Franklin is responsible for students whose last name is A-Mi; Mrs. Hopkins counsels 
students whose last name is Mo-Z.   
 

8th grade students who met certain criteria were given applications for National Junior 
Honor Society.  These were due back to the counseling office by September 2.  Students 
were selected based on their performance in 7th grade.    
 

Requirements for NJHS selection are: 
 Students have a 3.2 cumulative GPA for 7th grade 
 Consistently maintain 4s and 5s in conduct in 7th grade with no conduct scores of a 2 or a 1 
 Have had no suspensions – in school or out of school – for 6th or 7th grade 
 

The Induction Ceremony for National Junior Honor Society will be Tuesday, October 13 
at 6:30pm. 
 

We will conduct classroom lessons on Skyward during the month of September.  During 
the lesson, students will familiarize themselves with how to navigate the system and lo-
cate their grades and missing assignments.  Look for a completed sheet to come home to 
you! 
 

College Go! Week is in September.  Students will have a different spirit day each day of 
the week as we encourage them to explore colleges that they have never heard of as 
possibilities to consider for education after high school.   
 

In November, we will conduct lessons on careers.  Each grade level will do a different ac-
tivity to help broaden students’ awareness of careers in which they may be interest-
ed.  Students will receive two copies of the completed activity; one to bring home and 
share with their families and one that will go into their guidance portfolio.   
 

21st Century Scholars is a program that helps families to afford the costs of tui-
tion.   Please go to www.scholars.in.gov to register!  Students who print off and bring in 
a completed registration certificate will be able to have lunch and “recess” outside during 
lunch.   
 

We are happy to have Dr. Martin Hill, a mental health therapist with Gallahue School 
Based Services, with us in the counseling office.  If you are interested in receiving help for 
your child, please feel free to contact him – 259-5401 x21126. 

http://www.scholars.in.gov


 

 

 

Martin F. Hill, Ph.D. 

(Gallahue)—School Based Therapist 

 

Dear Eastwood Parents, 

Hello and good day. I hope this memo finds you well and in good health.  I trust the school year 

is off to a successful start.  I know each student is planning for a year full of achievement and 

along the way may face some challenges and need support creating solutions to these 

challenges.  Knowing that you have a support network focused on the success of the students is 

vital as each of us plays an important role in each student’s personal and academic 
development.  I wanted to take a moment to introduce myself and provide some insight on how 

I will collaborate with you to help your child achieve. 
 

My name is Martin F. Hill, Sr.  I am the new Community Health Network School-Based 

Therapist for Eastwood Middle School.   I have a sincere passion to see students be successful 

and my vision of student success centers on “teachable moments.”  I desire to be in a position to 

help a student grow/develop and acquire the skills to overcome a challenge or barrier.  My 

means of assisting students are through mental health supportive services.  My educational 

background includes a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Indiana University-Bloomington, a 

Master of Arts in Counseling from Michigan State University, and Ph.D. in Counseling 

Psychology from Michigan State University.  My work experience has included working in 

University Counseling Centers, working with children and adolescents dealing with behavioral 

concerns through Community Mental Health agencies, and working as a Management 

Consultant and Leadership Trainer. 

Knowing “It takes a village to raise a child”, my role is to support the student working closely 
with the family, teachers, and staff here at Eastwood Middle School.  It takes commitment and 

dedication to help students learn, and my role is to assist when and where I can.   I am focused 

on being a proactive partner and want to provide my services to help the students grow and 

reach their true potential.  Here are ways you can reach me:   

Voicemail:       621-2129 

Email:              MHill2@ecommunity.com  

Visit the officer here in Eastwood Middle School 

If you feel there is a need for my support to help your child be successful, feel free to refer them 

for services or ask for a referral from their counselor Mrs. Franklin or Mrs. Hopkins. 

 

Sincerely, 

Martin F. Hill, Ph.D. 

mailto:MHill2@ecommunity.com


Washington Township Parents:  
Improved Real-Time Transportation 

Communication 

 
Get the “Here Comes the Bus” app 
now to stay informed about your 

child’s transportation! 
 

Http://bit.ly/1IsxEp9 
(Register on a PC, Laptop or Tablet) 

School Code: 88550 
 

Need assistance accessing Skyward? 
Having trouble logging in? 

 
If so, please email: 

skyward@msdwt.k12.in.us 
or visit sites.msdwt.k12.in.us/skyward/
category/parents/ for additional info! 

Skyward can be used to access 
attendance, grades, assignments,  

report cards, and more. 

SKYWARD 

SCHOOL PICTURES 

Haven't ordered yet?  
Don't miss this year's 

school picture!  
 

Go to mylifetouch.com 
 

Log in with your Portrait ID and Access 
Code located in your picture package 

To redeem your complimentary digital 
SmileSafe card, click here. 

 

Parent/Guardian, how was this year's 
school picture experience?  

Take survey.  

Http://bit.ly/1IsxEp9%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20(Register%20on%20a%20PC,%20Laptop%20or%20Tablet)%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20School%20Code:%2088550
Http://bit.ly/1IsxEp9%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20(Register%20on%20a%20PC,%20Laptop%20or%20Tablet)%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20School%20Code:%2088550
Http://bit.ly/1IsxEp9%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20(Register%20on%20a%20PC,%20Laptop%20or%20Tablet)%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20School%20Code:%2088550
http://sites.msdwt.k12.in.us/skyward/category/parents/
http://sites.msdwt.k12.in.us/skyward/category/parents/
http://click.email-lifetouch.com/?qs=f1d794157f828123d8d8946aa5b5355d8cbc8ac39c9e27ef35b884540dc60c28fadbf5b0182ca65e
http://click.email-lifetouch.com/?qs=f1d794157f8281232c165eca57fdfdd5a7986a5b82eff3568401508bea42f644842386b5296736af
http://click.email-lifetouch.com/?qs=f1d794157f828123edd188e070f0dbc3e7d735c1ebf57f716519116101555cd54e7988d7813087a1


NOTE FROM THE NURSE 
 

All 6th, 7th and 8th graders must have their shots completed and records 

submitted before the mid-October cut off date! We still have a number of 6th 

graders and new students who do not have complete shot records.  

Please turn these into the main office or directly to the nurse’s office as soon as 
possible!  - Bonita Richardson 



 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION!  
My name is Kathy Sagarsee and I’m thrilled to be  

the Box Tops for Education™ Coordinator for Eastwood. 
Eastwood has been participating in the Box Tops for Education program since 2010, but success with the  

program has been limited. For the past two years, we tried having a class and grade collection competition, and 
although we were able to bring in a little over $1,000 over that two-year period, we feel there are many more  

Box Tops out there that are not making it into our collection bin.  
Therefore, this year, we have decided to SWITCH GEARS and focus on individual efforts.  

Starting in September, there will be a monthly drawing at the end of every month. Anyone, students and staff 
members alike, can participate in the drawing. Simply place you r collected Box Tops in a baggie or envelope, labeled 

with your name and grade, and turn it in to your first period teacher. For each 10 Box Tops submitted, you will 
receive one entry for the monthly drawing. At the end of each month, Mr. Day will draw one name from that 

month’s entries. The winner will receive a $10-$15 gift card.  
The entry hopper will be emptied after each monthly drawing, so continue submitting  

Box Tops all year long to increase your chances of winning.  
Good luck and Happy Box Tops Clipping! 

The PTO would like to extend 
a big thank you to Julie 

Breedlove and Neelu Burgan!  
Julie chaired Packet Pick Up 
and Eagle Quest and Neelu 
chaired the Back to School 

Night dinner for the teachers.  
Great job ladies -  the PTO and 

the Eastwood community 
really appreciate your hard 

work! 

Night Out at Puccini’s!  
Pick up a flyer or print it out off next page, get 20% off, and help out Eastwood! 

September 15th —  4:00pm to close: Dine-In, Carryout, or Delivery 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

North Central Homecoming Pre-Game Party — Friday September 11th 4:30-7:00 pm 
Food Trucks, Live Music, Spirit Activities 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Advancement Center BASH “Washington Township… Rockin’ Public Education” 

Friday November 7th  7:00-11:00 pm 

Old National Center- Egyptian Room 

6th Grade Social 
 

All 6th Graders are invited to attend  
the 6th Grade Social: Class of 2022!   

Get to know your classmates!  There will be food 
(hot dog, chips, cookie, drink) and games,  

dancing, crazy selfies, photobooth fun, and more! 
 

Date:     Friday, September 18, 2015 
Time:     4:15 – 5:30 pm 
Place:  Gymnasium 
Cost:      $5.00 (includes food and games)  
 

**Late buses will be available after socials** 
 

STAY TUNED TO WEBSITE FOR  
UPDATES ON 7th GRADE SOCIAL!  
This will be on 9/25 at 4:15pm to  
5:30pm - more details to come! 





Eastwood Sign Rental 
Celebrate your child’s graduation, birthday, or other accomplishments with an announcement on 
our new message board located in front corner of the school. All of the buses and cars drive by it 

every morning. For the low cost of $20, you can recognize your child. 
 

Rental Sign Information 
STEP 1: Rental Sign Requests should be emailed/submitted to James Tutin - 
jtutin@msdwt.k12.in.us. Your email should include the following information: 

 Date you want message posted 

 Nature of message (e.g., birthday, congrats, etc.) 

 No more than four lines of text 

 Planned method of payment (if check please include check #) 
 
STEP 2: Payment of $20 (cash or check) should be sent into school in an envelope marked 
ATHLETICS SIGN RENTAL. Please put your email address in the memo line. 
 
STEP 3: Confirmation of your request will be sent via email and is based on the availability of the 
sign. Please note a 48 hour advance notice is required. Rental requests are filled on a first come/ 
first serve basis. Reserve early to ensure that you are not disappointed. 

  Meet James Tutin 
  Athletic Director/ 
  Assistant Principal 

 
This past year, James began his seventh year at 
Eastwood Middle School as the new Athletic 
Director/Assistant Principal. For the past 14 years, 
James has taught 8th grade social studies, the past 
six here at Eastwood. As a graduate of Purdue 
University, James has had a passion for educating 
students and guiding them on and off the field. As 
an avid historian, he has led numerous trips of 
students to our nation's capital. Additionally, 
James has spent a number of seasons coaching a 
variety of sports including baseball, basketball, 
track, and football. 
 
When not at Eastwood, you can find James 
spending time with his wife of 13 years, Kelly and 
their two sons, Carter (age 6) and Marshall (age 2). 

Welcome Eastwood Families, 
Please be sure to visit our 
September edition of the 

Eastwood Athletic Newsletter, 
which should be up and 
running by next week.  

 

Please stay tuned to your 
email for an update on this 

newsletter. 
 

More information to follow! 
 

You can see the Athletic Page by 
visiting EWMS Athletics.  

mailto:jtutin@msdwt.k12.in.us
https://www.smore.com/t5jw6


Choir                             Band 

 

Orchestra 

ORCHESTRA NEWS— Corrine Imboden 
 

6th grade orchestra is working diligently on correct posture and on producing a more fo-
cused, solid sound.  Note reading and rhythm counting really bump up the difficulty level 
while learning these instruments in the performance classroom. 
 

7th grade orchestra has a solo concert (no other ensemble will be performing) on October 
20th.  It will be a challenge to combine the block 3 and block 4 classes for a few rehearsals 
prior to the performance but we are enjoying the pieces we are working on and will look 
forward to you hearing us play. 
 

8th grade orchestra is preparing for the Fall Festival on September 28 at North Central High 
School.  We will travel to NC during the day for a rehearsal with Mr. Ghormley and the or-
chestras from Westlane and Northview.  Our performance is that evening.   
 

The Eastwood String Ensemble, an extra-curricular string group that rehearses on Wednes-
days during Student Support, is learning to listen and watch each other more carefully. Be-
cause it is a smaller ensemble this group performs without a conductor.  ESE’s first perfor-
mance will be at the National Junior Honor Society Induction Ceremony on October 13.   

BAND NOTES — Laura VanderHaeghen 
The 8th grade band has its second performance on September 29th as part of the MSDWT band 
festival.  This will be held in the North Central Auditorium (park by Door 1 or Door 24). It's a great 
opportunity to hear all of the high school concert bands, and we hope to see you there! 
 
All band students should have all required materials by this point in the year, and be practicing at 
home daily for 15-25 minutes minimum.  Remember, we will use Canvas this year to turn in prac-
tice records and arts process journals (msdwt.instructure.com).  See our band website if you need 
help accessing Canvas (http://sites.msdwt.k12.in.us/lvanderhaeghen/resources/canvas-how-to/).   
 
Jazz band rehearsals will begin September 14th and will be on Monday mornings from 8-8:55 AM 
throughout the rest of the school year.  Students will receive a permanent pass in order to attend 
rehearsals.  We will perform at 2 boys and 2 girls home games, the Eastwood Open House in 
March as well as the Spring Band Finale concert in May. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at: lvanderhaeghen@msdwt.k12.in.us or 259-5401 
ext. 21232.   

http://sites.msdwt.k12.in.us/lvanderhaeghen/resources/canvas-how-to/
mailto:lvanderhaeghen@msdwt.k12.in.us


Choir                             Band 

 

Orchestra 

CHOIR — Anne Deckard 
 

The choir program is off to a great start this year. Please look for the 
choir handbook, which was sent home with your student the first day 

of school. Please be sure your student has brought them to choir class 
and not to another class. I look forward to meeting you on Back to 

School night! Until then, just keep singing! 
 

The performing arts department will be presenting The Wizard of Oz 
this October! Please come out and support our students! And of course, 

you’ll enjoy a wonderful show! 
Shows: October 23 at 7:00pm & October 24 at 7:00pm with a  

Meet and Greet at 5:45pm with our cast! 



Hello Eastwood students, parents and staff.  This school year 2015-2016 is well on its way 
and I have to say I am pleasantly pleased. Many of you I have met but for the rest this gives me 
the opportunity to introduce myself.   

 

  My name is Freddie D. Edwards, Jr. and I am your proud School Resource  
   Officer.  I am entering my 24th year in law enforcement in many capacities 
   such as road patrol, traffic, accident investigations and criminal   
   investigations.  I have been involved in school policing for 10 years and I will 
   admit I LOVE IT!  The opportunity to provide a safe and secure   
   environment for your student and staff is my daily number one mission.   
   The opportunity to provide students with a friendly, empowering,   
   understandable role model in the community is secondary.   

 

I have three children (Freddie III (19), Amajae’ (15) and Amaya (11)) who are the joy and 
love of my life.  Having children in age range keeps me abreast of current events and actions.  
Students here in Eastwood I tell no different than my own when it comes to positive and 
negative choices.  My favorite speech to say is “remember you represent not just you but your 
family, every choice you make will have either positive of negative consequences.” I also 
encourage others to be leaders NOW, it’s never too early.  LEAD BY EXAMPLE. 

 

PARENTS:  I also encourage you to be active and involved in your child.  I know society 
has created many barriers for us balancing work; school, friends, and many other events but 
stay active with your child. Question them. Challenge them. Be nosey. Be loving. Set standards. 

 

I look forward to networking and continuing the communication with students, parents 
and staff.  Please do not hesitate to contact me fedwards@msdwt.k12.in.us for issues, praises or 
just to say hello.  I also encourage you to contact me if there is an area of interest you would 
like for me to speak on such as truancy, gangs, drugs, juvenile law etc. 

mailto:fedwards@msdwt.k12.in.us


MATH 

STUDY TABLES 

Every Wednesday, at least one 

Math teacher will be on duty 

after school to help any 

student struggling in Math.  

The teacher on duty will be 

announced weekly. 

This is in addition to our 

morning study sessions! 

- Your EW Math Team 

FAMILY NIGHT! 
Attention parents!   

 

You're invited to join the Eastwood Staff for the EWMS College Football Tailgate: 
Prepping students for the Big 10 with Math and Literacy! 
 
When: Monday, September 21st  
Time: 5:45-7:15 
Why: To engage with parents and students and develop math and literacy 
skills through games 
 
We will have a DJ, pizza and drinks, raffles for gift cards, and fun stations where 
students and parents can engage in math and literacy skills through games.   
 
9/21 will also be a school spirit day where we encourage all students to wear 
their favorite college gear! 
 

We hope to see you there! 

Eastwood Middle School is an awesome 

school. Part of our IB/MYP mission is to 

bring our students closer to the world 

around us. Please consider donating to 

the Donors Choose to put a world map  

into every single classroom at Eastwood. 

Any donation would be great!  

CLICK HERE TO DONATE! 

If you use the code SPARK,  

Donor’s Choose matches each  
donation. Thanks for your  

continued support!! 

 

http://www.donorschoose.org/classroom-project/map-the-world-putting-a-map-in-every-cl/1663714/?rf=link-siteshare-2015-09-account_projects_teacher-teacher_1950858&challengeid=391684


Mrs. Greene/Mrs. Jacobson's 
Reading 180 class had a guest 
speaker from IFD, Dan Greene, 
come and talk to the 6th grade 
class about fire safety and what 
it's like to be a firefighter.  This 

went right along with their R180 
reading workshop about wild-

fires and all the wildfires break-
ing out in the western states. 

The CPR groups of  
Mr. Geile, Ms. Mather, 

and Mrs. Gentry played 
blob tag. 

A snapshot of the 

8th Grade Band in 

action! 


